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UM LECTURE EXAMINES LINK BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION
MISSOULA -
An expert on the relationship between government and religion will present the next 
installment of the 2001-2002 President’s Lecture Series at The University of Montana
John Noonan Jr., a U.S. circuit judge with the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, will 
present "The Lustre of Our Country: The Invention of Religious Freedom" at 8 p.m. Monday, 
Oct. 22, in the Montana Theatre, located in the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center. 
The event is free and open to the public.
Earlier that day from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m., Noonan will present a faculty seminar in the 
School of Law Castles Center titled "Freedom of Speech in Context."
A Harvard-educated native of Massachusetts, Noonan was a special assistant to Robert 
Cutler on the National Security Council during 1954-1955 before going into private law 
practice in Boston during 1955-1960. He then taught at Notre Dame Law School from 1961 to 
1966 and at the University of California, Berkeley, Boalt Hall School of Law from 1966 to 
1986. President Ronald Reagan appointed him to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit 
in 1985.
Noonan’s scholarship focuses on issues relevant to canon law and Catholic social 
issues. He has authored five books, including 1998's "The Lustre of Our Country: The 
American Experience of Religious Freedom," which explores American contributions to the 
history of religious freedom. The New York Times Book Review called the book "a Catholic s 
paean to the greatness of liberal American tradition, but more important, it is a judge’s and 
scholar’s very enlightening tour through a complex legal and religious history."
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